Columbus EV Readiness: Implementation Rules are Next Steps
Columbus expects draft rules on the  City's EV Readiness program for review and feedback by the middle of June, with a request for comments two or three weeks after that. Following this initial feedback period, it is expected that there will be a second comment period. The process is expected to culminate in a Construction Industry Communication memo sometime in September, in advance of the EV ordinance implementation date of January 1st, 2024. 

NAIOP will circulate the City's initial draft as soon as it is available.

Columbus Fire Pump Testing Changes
A draft Construction Industry Communication is available to address the testing of fire pumps for those buildings where diesel or natural gas generators provide emergency power to electric fire pumps. NAIOP members are asked to give DebbieLee Dougherty any feedback before June 15th. 

Columbus Council May Consider New Rental Legislation
Council's Housing Chair Shayla Favor recently held informal hearings on two pieces of legislation she is developing:
· "Pay to Stay" - This legislation would allow residents time to secure rental assistance dollars until an eviction judgment. 
· "Third Party Payments" - This legislation would require landlords to accept a third-party payment on behalf of a tenant if that tenant is not in breach of their rental agreement.

NAIOP has requested copies of draft ordinances as soon as they are available. Any NAIOP member conversing with Council Chair Favor is asked to contact DebbieLee Dougherty to compare notes on what details we hear for these ordinances.

AEP Update on Electrification/Energy Efficiency Programs
BIA members tracking the potential for federal grant programs available for private sector building and development are aware that federal guidelines have yet to be issued. While waiting for official guidance, a suggested resource is available to members. Detailed questions can be sent directly to Mark Zappe at AEP - mazappe@aep.com. 

US Supreme Court Rules on Clean Water Application to Isolated Wetlands
Property owners seemed to have gained more flexibility with the use of their land now that the SCOTUS has ruled that the Clean Water Act "extends to only those 'wetlands with a continuous surface connection to bodies that are 'waters of the United States' in their own right so that they are 'indistinguishable' from those waters."

Property owners will now await a regulatory or legislative response to this ruling.

Grove City Council Discusses Zoning Code
Last week City Council held two meetings regarding Grove City's zoning code update. In the Fall of 2022, comments were given to the City about the lack of multi-family opportunities and other issues of interest to NAIOP members; however, to this point, those comments have yet to result in changes to drafts that the City is considering.  

Licking County Infrastructure Conference Information
Various infrastructure needs are among the significant challenges facing future development in Licking County. Earlier this month, County officials held a conference to provide a status update and framework for future improvements. Many questions remain, but maps and other information are presented here.

Columbus Service Department: Incomplete Development Plan Submittals
As a result of the recent Kaizen management study that includes private sector participation, the Department is developing/refining submission standards and checklists. This step aims to ensure that fully complete plans are submitted for review and that reviewers' time is not taken up with incomplete plans. This challenge is mostly with out-of-town/state developers and/or consultants with insufficient knowledge of the City's processes and standards.

Columbus Utilities: Enhanced Meter Installation Scheduling
Over the next 3+ years, the City is replacing all of its water meters (and electric meters for City power customers) with new models that will allow for fully remote reading and several electronic features that can identify problems in real-time. This step will eliminate the need for the current 30-meter readers. There are over 300,000 meters in the City's system, with 92% being single-family residential meters.

For commercial customers, the City has done some surveying and begun installations of large users to individually determine customer needs and how to minimize service disruption while installing the new meters. Any commercial or multi-family property owner who has yet to be contacted by the City or who has questions about this process for their situation can contact Kevin Knisley at the Division of Water. He is the Project Manager for this work: kaknisley@columbus.gov or 614-645-7064.

Columbus Fire Pump Testing Changes
A new Construction Industry Communication is expected soon from Chief Building Official Amit Ghosh. This CIC will address the testing of fire pumps for those buildings where they are required. The CBO indicates that the testing will take two stages - the initial stage, which will need to be witnessed by a City inspector, and a subsequent step which will only require certification to be filed that the second test occurred. It is not anticipated that any special credentialing will be required for either test.

Columbus Parking Studies Underway
The Service Department has entered into a consulting relationship to review parking needs in various areas like Downtown, German Village, Olde Town East, and Driving Parking. These studies are driven by learning from recent parking study work in the Short North area. Developers in these areas should be aware of potential future impacts and watch for opportunities for input into the studies.

Columbus Population Growth Continues - Remains 14th in Nation
According to a US Census Bureau release, the City of Columbus gained 5,000 residents for a new total population of just over 907,000.

Cincinnati was the only other major Ohio city to gain population, and regional peer cities like Indianapolis, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Louisville, Milwaukee and St. Louis all lost population. 

Columbus Building and Zoning Services Building Will Close Early on July 3
A formal announcement will be forthcoming, but it is anticipated that BZS customer offices will close at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, July 3, due to road closures downtown related to Red, White and Boom.
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National News
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· New York Passes Ban on Natural Gas in Most New Construction  
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